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BELIEVE IT OR NOT!!! November is here. So what is surprising? October always follows November!
Right? The surprising thing is that the last Sunday of November is the first Sunday of ADVENT!
So we are barely through Thanksgiving when it is time to think of Christmas music. If you have a favorite
Christmas song, please let me know now and I can include it in the program of music during December.
If you have not already marked December 11 on your calendar, please do so now. The Cantata Choir
will present a Christmas cantata entitled "Love Made a Way" by Mary McDonald and Jay Rouse in the
Sanctuary at 3 Pm. Music will be followed by a punch and cookies reception in the Fellowship Hall.
On another note - please be aware that there will no longer be a Benediction Response in the bulletin.
This change is a result of the Music Committee's consideration of comments made on the Congregational
Survey. Therefore, the closing hymn will be followed by the Pastor's Benediction and the Postlude.
Blessings, Carol

LIGHT THE FLAG:
We are still taking donations to light the American Flag at night. Stronghold Construction doesn't do that.
We will have to have a separate contract with a sign company at a later date.
Oliver R. White, Jr., Co-chairman of Trustees
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Moderator
Kindness of Strangers
I found this story and thought it would be appropriate for this month’s newsletter.
Several years ago, I was in a car accident. The other driver and I suffered only minor injuries, but our
vehicles were badly damaged. I had never been in a car accident before, and I was terrified and
overwhelmed. A woman who was several cars ahead of the accident heard the crash and stopped
to make sure everyone was okay. When she saw my distress, she told me that she had been in a
similar accident before, so she understood my situation and how I was feeling.
The woman and I talked while we waited for the police and tow truck to arrive. Although it made her
late to her mother-in-law’s birthday party, the woman remained with me for over an hour to support
and guide me through the necessary steps following the accident. She told me what to expect at
each stage of the process, gave me advice, and told me about her own experiences. She was a
calming and comforting presence.
Before she joined me, I had felt totally alone. Knowing that I had a kind and supportive companion
helped me immensely. The fact that she shifted her plans to help a stranger makes her actions even
more remarkable. And she was not the only stranger who helped me. It was a sweltering July day,
and as we stood waiting in the sun, several people reached out to us. A homeless man who was sitting several yards down the road brought over bottles of water. Two people who were leaving a nearby store gave us granola bars. One driver called out to us from his car to see if everyone was okay
and to let us know that he was praying for us. And several people stopped to make sure we were alright and ask if we needed anything.
I have always known that I should strive to be kind and caring toward others, including strangers. But
until the day of my car accident, I didn’t know how it felt to be on the other side – the one receiving
care and kindness. The care shown to me after my accident has changed the way I interact with
strangers in need. It often seems easier to turn a blind eye and continue on my way or simply to say,
“I’m sorry, I’m not able to help.” But I am beyond grateful for the people who decided not to turn away
from me when I needed help. And when I remember the difference their actions made for me, I feel a
tug to stop and do what I can.
The woman who helped me probably doesn’t know what impact she had on me. She may not even
recall stopping that day. But this highlights the importance of always treating others with kindness
and love. Our simplest actions can change a person’s situation or mindset. We never know how
much someone may need us and the effect our action might have on their life. Even when it doesn’t
seem easy or convenient to stop and offer help, it is worth it.
Special thanks to the Upper Room and Amy Desk for sharing this story with us.
Blessings to all.
Kurt A. Richter
Moderator
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Hello to all! What a wonderful time of year this is! The sunrises are stunning, and the sunsets are too beautiful to
believe! We are so very blessed to be alive to enjoy them. If you haven’t had the opportunity – make time – it’s
worth it!!
October brought many blessings and much hard work! We appreciated all the great donations collected from our
church family and were amazed at just how much we collected. You all came through in a mighty manner! Our sale
garnered funds for our end of year donations to local charities and we’re so pleased to be able to give to those in our
town that are in need. Thank you for all you do.
Our meeting was an opportunity to list all the necessary projects for the remainder of this year…and there are no
shortages of things to do! Our Thanksgiving Food Drive will start on Sunday, Oct 30 with collection containers in
both the Sanctuary and the Fellowship Hall. Our Annual All Church Thanksgiving Meal will be held on Sunday
Nov 20 at 3pm. Plan on joining our church family for great food and fellowship! Our annual Basket Raffle will be
drawn at that dinner so plan to attend and maybe win the one you have your eye on.
Our Basket Raffle started on Oct 16 during Fellowship hour. Tickets are $1 for one and 6 for $5. There are
some great choices so make some time to take a good look. Tickets will be available for purchase up until the
Thanksgiving meal.

Vicky Trace will be contacting each of you during the next few weeks at Fellowship time to get a count for your
family members for the meal and to get your information on your favorite dish to bring and share at the meal. We
hope to have all of you to join us…. it’s a wonderful time to share a meal and meet new people in the process.
Thank you all for your support of our group. We always look forward to adding to our clan so plan to join us when
you can. Our meeting this month will be held the day before our Thanksgiving Meal – November 19 at 9:30. See you
then! God has been so good to us – and we want to share!

Beginning Nov. 2, Fort Huachuca's Van Deman Gate
will be open 5:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. Monday through Friday and 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays. It
will be closed all federal holidays. The Buffalo Soldier Gate will be open 24/7.
The Van Deman Gate Visitor Control Center will operate the same hours as the Van Deman Gate. The
change in gate operations will facilitate faster response times for first responders while simultaneously
increasing access to Sierra Vista’s West End for installation commuters and residents. It will improve
access for Sierra Vista’s new Emergency Medical Services Substation 4 personnel who support Fort
Huachuca and allow fort firefighters to quickly provide mutual aid for community emergencies.
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“Come As You Are” Men’s Fellowship
SATURDAY, Oct 1, 2022 (next meeting, 5 Nov 2022 at 0730)
Moving Forward: The love of God is the source of my peace.
Our reading for today.
Colossians 3:1 - 3, 12 - 17 Living the New Life. Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your
sights in the realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right hand. Think about the
things of heaven, not the things of earth. For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in
God.
Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy,
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Make allowance for each other’s faults and forgive anyone who
offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. Above all, clothe yourself with
love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony. And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your
hearts. For as members of one body, you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful.
Let the message about Christ, an all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with all the
wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. And whatever you
do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, give thanks through him to God the Father.
So, my question to you is this. What do you believe the gift, or gifts, that God has given you?
Meeting Notes
There were nine awesome gentlemen who attended breakfast this morning. We all had a great discussion on
what they believed the gift or gifts that God gave to them. One of them mentioned he was free from going
through some difficult times in his life and the gift was having a loving wife who stood by his side when he
was going through his recovery.
Another mentioned where a pastor who has the gift of prayer and takes the time to pray for others is filled
with the Holy Spirit. What a powerful feeling it is when he puts his hands on you and you can feel that same
spirit. The same can be said about a chaplain who prays for others in a hospital. The ability to listen to others
who are having a difficult time during their times of healing is also very powerful.
There are those who have the gift of comforting others. This can be in the form of a hug, teaching others the
importance of reaching out to those who are in need, how to recognize these people, and having empathy
where someone who understands what others may be going through.
Even though there may be others who are having difficulty with what is going on around them, keeping a positive attitude can be contagious where you keep positive thoughts in your mind and try to keep a positive outlook on life when things may be spinning in all directions. By staying grounded will help those who are having
issues to grab ahold of you and be in the same mindset as you are. The mind is a very powerful part of us
and when we can link this with another person, great things tend to happen.
And where would we if we did not have our friends and families. These are some of the people who have
been with us to be there through the good times and bad. The gift of lending an ear, shoulder, or just mere
presence makes a huge difference.
The gift that I believe God gave me is the ability of taking care of others. From being here with you all for
breakfast or taking care of soldiers while I was on active duty, I felt the most satisfaction when I was able to
help someone when they needed it the most. By being here this is a time for just us guys to come together,
have something to eat, and be able to share some of our thoughts and feelings. I feel satisfied that I have
provided you an environment where we can come together and just be ourselves. Oh, this is how we came
up with our name, “Come as you are Men’s Fellowship.”
Continued on page 7
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We all have gifts and being able to share these gifts with others can have a dramatic effect on others who
may need a quick hug, someone to have coffee with, or just taking the time to sit down and listen to what
someone has to say. What gift or gifts do you have?
Our closing prayer:
Dear Lord, thank you for all you have given us. Help us to appreciate daily blessings as well as our salvation
through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus. Amen
Have a blessed day.
Ed Stone
520-732-6114 / chedstone@yahoo.com

Hooks and Needles The last meeting of the year for the Hooks and Needles will be November 16, 2022.
Afghans, shawls, scarves will be donated the first week in December.
Our meetings will resume around mid January 2023.
For questions or comments
candrakondos@msn.com
LIGHT THE NIGHT WILL COME TO FRUITION: Linda and I returned home after a month traveling to Virginia. The first thing I did after I got the car running was go by the church to check out our new light in the
south parking lot - it wasn’t there. I sent an e-mail to Stronghold to check on the statues. They contacted
their supplier, solar Illuminations, who said they are still waiting on the lights, but they should be in late
next week. So Light the Night will happen, but it will not happen in October and most likely not until late
November or early December. Ollie White/Co-Chairman of Trustees/520 378-0572
ANOTHER LIGHT THE NIGHT: We have received another donation to Light The Night. Phillis Baines
has requested that all the funds in the Ronald Bains Memorial Fund be earmarked for Light the Night. The
funds will be used to add a light to the top of the pole that will shine on our American Flag at night.
Ollie White/Co-Chairman of Trustees/520 378-0572
COMING SOON A HANDYCAP WHEELCHAIR LIFT: You may have noticed that we have more and more folks
in a wheelchair attending church, some have even joined the choir. To facilitate them getting on stage we are
going to purchase a Vertical Platform (Wheelchair) Lift (VPL} from Mobility Plus of Tucson. Following an active
discussion, it has been decided to install VPL on the East end of the Sanctuary to allow persons with restricted
stair climbing abilities to access the stage for choir and speaking activities. Based upon the estimate, cost of the
lift will be around $10K. Trustee Steve Sorensen, who has just retired, said that while he is retired, he isn’t
ready for the rocking chair just yet, so will postpone all the honey-dos that Susan has lined up for him and will
install the lift for us, saving us almost $5K in installation costs. The VPL is an unbudgeted expense, so if you
have a little extra cash - and according to the news, all of us on Social Security are going to get a little extra
inour stocking next year - and want to donate toward the lift, mark VPL in the memo line of your check.
Ollie White/Co-Chairman of Trustees/520 378-0572
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Prayer list

For the safety of our military members and their families at home and abroad Ethan Chrzanowski, Dean Schuttner, Daniel Romero,
Charlie Masten, Natasha Warner-Sabatini
Expectant Parents
Amber and Matt Berg - (Kriss and Bill Hagerl)

Steve Ponder – November 1st

Assisted Living:

Candi Smith – November 4th

Cal Phillips, Catherine Ray

Ongoing Health Issues:
Avery (15YO relative of Rick Sontheimer), Cathy Baines,
Phyllis Baines, Kathi Benkendorfer, Brenda Baldwin,
Leila Ballard, June Bishop, Rosanne Brown, Elaine
Carlson, Fred Close, Jan Cole, Dennis Dean, Sharon
Flores, Lisa Godard, Kay Grosinger, Trenton Harris,
Melinda Haun, Lonnie Knickmeieer, Deborah Knowles,
Karen McCoy, Susan Papa, Jeannette Pettit, Karol
Piantine, Cal Phillips, Amber Robertson and Family,
Joelle Schuttner, Kim Slezak, Michelle Sontheimer,
Ed Stone, Janet Welch, Steve Wolf

John Thompson – November 5th
Jissicka Carpenter – November 12th
Doris Caldwell – November 12th
Bill Hagerl – November 14th
Pat Molidor – November 20th
Toby Howe – November 23rd
Susan Sorensen – November 24th
Marcus Sykora – November 25th
Pastor Lyle Pettit – November 26th

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
November 21st

Thank you to those that have signed up to
host fellowship during November!

November 6th - Women’s Fellowship
November 13th -Linda & Ollie White and
Michelle & Rick Sontheimer
November 20th - Thanksgiving Meal
November 27th - Advent

Marlana Way – November 29th
Lumi Chinneth – November 29th

Eric & Vicky Trace
November 17th
Steve & Brenda Baldwin
November 26th
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If you would like to perform at
“Local Open Mic”
contact :
Susan Sorensen at 520-366-6645
Or
warnersusanm@gmail.com

2022 Church Officers
Moderator. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .Kurt Richter
Vice Moderator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Dean
Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jack Ainsworth
Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Brian Cox
Member at Large. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Candy Kondos
Christian Education . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .Sarah Vinci *
Diaconate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rick Sontheimer*
Trustees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Hagerl*
Church Safety & Security Committee . . .David Dean*
Finance Committee . . . . . . Fred Close & Kurt Richter
Music Committee . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . Carol Chaffin *
Nominating Committee. . . . . . . . . . . .Mark Schuttner*
Stewardship & Growth Committee . .Cinde Schuttner*
Women’s Fellowship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lyn Sabo**
Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . …..Irene Close
* Chairperson
** President

Usher
Eric T.

November 6th
Asst. Usher
Vicky T.

Lay Reader
Sarah V.

Usher
Jerry W.

November 13th
Asst. Usher
Colleen K.

Lay Reader
Kurt R.

Usher
Rick S.

November 20th
Asst. Usher
Lori G.

Lay Reader
Carolyn Y.

Usher
Ed S.

November 27th
Asst. Usher
Vickie D.

Lay Reader
David D.
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Veteran’s Page

A FEW FACTS ABOUT THE SOUTHERN ARIZONA VETERANS’ MEMORAL CEMETERY:
The cemetery encompasses 145 acres at the base of the Huachuca Mountains. Phase one included 2,600 burial
plots and 2,600 columbarium niches. The cemetery was made possible by a grant from the Department of Veterans’
Affairs to the State of Arizona. The cemetery opened in February in 2001 and the first interment took place a little
over year later, on 3 February 2002. To date 7,235 veterans - Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force and Coast Guard
(and spouses) - have been interred in the cemetery since its’ opening - 2,655 in ground burials and 4,580 in the columbarium’s. Because of soil settling, head stone placement and height adjustment is constantly taking place to ensure that the head stones always appear in perfect alignment. At the current internment rate, it is estimated that the
cemetery will reach capacity sometime in the year 2030. The beautiful Veterans’ Memorial Chapel, was built by Mike
Rutherford and Rutherford Diversified Industries, Inc., and was dedicated on 26 July 2014. The Veterans’ Chapel
was a project of the Southern Arizona Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery Foundation, a non-profit organization that collected (and still collects) the funds and which built and manages the upkeep and sustainment of the chapel:
Ollie White/520 378-0572

HELP A VET:
Know a Veteran in need, especially a homeless Veteran? No man or women that honorably served our country should be
forced by circumstances to live on the street or beg for money to eat. There are resources available in Cochise County from
the local Veteran Affairs clinic in Sierra Vista.
To get help for a Veteran, contact :
Social worker Michael Wiseley Office (520) 629-4802 ext. 2577 or Cell (520) 429-3712.
Social worker Rosemary Griffin (520) 241-9183.
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