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Sierra Vista Community 
United Church of Christ 

From the Heart of the Pastor 

 

Wow! What a beginning to our tenure here! Let 

me begin by saying that these words will not fully 

communicate our appreciation, but this is an attempt 

to say thank you.   

I remember being nervous about our first visit 

as we were all still in the decision-making process.  

All of that was dismissed at every turn, from being 

greeted at the airport to meeting the Search Commit-

tee to the first sermon and meeting our church family 

for the first time. Your welcoming hearts made all the 

difference.  As we were waiting to get here perma-

nently, we found ourselves thinking about you all and 

anxious to get here. 

Finally, we arrived and found that somehow 

your love and care had gone to an even higher level.  

Even now, after 6 weeks, it has not waned.  You are 

an amazing congregation, and we are extremely 

blessed to have been chosen by you and God. 

Looking forward, our plan is to simply become 

a part of this amazing church family.  In time God will 

provide instructions and strategies as we seek to con-

tinue being a church and people that pleases Him. My 

request is for us all to simply begin praying to God 

with open hearts for His Will, His Way, and His Word.  

Our love for God and one another will help us fulfill 

His will and serve our community.  I am so excited 

about our now and our future! 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Ken 

From the Moderator 
The view from my foxhole this month focuses on Pentecost. 
According to Christian tradition, the Day of Pentecost commemorates the 
day when the Holy Spirit was poured out on the disciples in Jerusalem after 
the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Many Christians mark this 
date as the beginning of the Christian Church as we know it. 
   
When it comes to Jesus Christ, each of us must answer the same question 
Peter asked the early seekers on the day of Pentecost: "What shall we do 
[about Jesus]?" Christ cannot be ignored. Have you decided yet what you 
are going to do? To gain eternal life in heaven, there is only one right re-
sponse: Repent of your sins, be baptized in the name of Jesus, and turn to 
Him for salvation. 
 
Historically, Pentecost (Shavout) is a Jewish feast celebrating the giving of 
the Torah and the summer wheat harvest. It was celebrated 50 days after 
Passover and was marked by pilgrims coming to Jerusalem from all over 
the world to celebrate the event. 
  
The Day of Pentecost is celebrated 50 days after Easter in Western 
branches of Christianity. Church services on this day are marked by red 
robes and banners signifying the fiery winds of the Holy Spirit. Red flowers 
may adorn alters and other areas. In Eastern branches of Christianity, the 
Day of Pentecost is one of the Great Feasts. 
  
A Day of Pentecost Like No Other  
In the New Testament book of Acts, we read about an unusual event on 
the Day of Pentecost. About 40 days after the resurrection of Jesus, the 12 
apostles and other early followers were gathered together in a house in 
Jerusalem to celebrate the traditional Jewish Pentecost. Also present were 
Jesus' mother, Mary, and other female followers. Suddenly, a terrific wind 
came from heaven and filled the place: 
  
On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one 
place. Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a 
mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. Then, 
what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of 
them. And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.  (Acts 
2:1-4, NLT) 
  
Immediately, the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit, causing them to 
speak in tongues. The crowds of visitors were astonished because every 
pilgrim heard the apostles speaking to him or her in their own foreign lan-
guage. Some people in the crowd thought the apostles were drunk. 
  
Seizing the moment, the Apostle Peter stood and addressed the crowd 
gathered that day. He explained that the people were not drunk but em-
powered by the Holy Spirit. This was the fulfillment of the prophecy in the 
Old Testament book of Joel that the Holy Spirit would be poured out on all  

Continued on page 10 
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He is Risen!!  Amen!!  As we read this, Easter and Godôs greatest gift has been given to us and to  
Christians around the world.  It is my prayer that we never, never take this for granted.  
  Easter has come and gone, and we look forward to the remainder of Spring and its beauty all around us 
ï even though most of that beauty comes with a price of dreaded allergies to many.  Itôs so very hard to 
appreciate the gifts of Spring when our eyes are watering and weôre struggling to breathe!  Without Spring, 
the balance of the rest of our seasons wouldnôt be able to happen ï so we persevere! 
  Womenôs Fellowship will be taking a quick road trip on May 14 to our neighboring community to tour a 
nationwide spot that many of us have never seen.  The Empire Ranch is about 10 miles north of Sonoita 
and was first established in 1876.  It is not a strenuous tour and Iôm hoping many of you will participate 
with us.  We will need to make reservations for our group a day in advance, so please let one of us know 
that you plan to attend.  We will be meeting at the south church parking lot about 10:00am on Saturday, 
May 14.  After the tour, we plan to have lunch at a local restaurant.  Many of our group have been there 
previously and enjoy the atmosphere and the food.  Come and join us! 
   Iôd like to take the opportunity to thank all the workers who have given hours of their time and talents to 
our Fellowships and Church projects.  Much planning and ñnot-so-glamourousò work gets accomplished 
due to their energy and devotion.  Also, Menôs Fellowship has been very generous with their time to help 
us with our projects ï Thank you! 
   On that note, I would ask that more folks consider getting involved in providing Fellowship after our  
Sunday service. Our group provides the coffee, creamers, cold drinks, and paper products. One of us will 
even come in the day before and help you to set up for Sunday morning.  Weôd love to have more of you 
share in this effort.  There is absolutely no requirement to provide anything elaborate or special.  We 
would prefer to keep it simple, coffee, cold drinks, and a light snack, cookies, fruit, crackers, doughnuts, 
etc.  There should be no exorbitant cost on your part.  If you would like to get together with several of your 
friends, it would be an easy way for you to serve.  If it seems to you that more elaborate items are served, 
itôs because it may be a special occasion that the provider wants to observe, birthday, anniversary, etc.  
So, if you feel led to be involved occasionally, please see one of us or simply sign the book on the kitchen 
serving counter for a date that you would prefer. We all have gifts for some type of service, this could be 
yours!  
    
  Weôve all been given gifts: service, music, detailed work, one-on-one ministry, job tasks, childrenôs work, 
é.so many, many opportunities to share with Godôs people. What is yours?   
  
  Every day is always the best time to pray and search our hearts for what God has in store for us ï and 
what we can do for others through Him.  Romans 12:4-8 
 
Lyn Sabo 
Womenôs Fellowship 
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SATURDAY, April 16, 2022  

(next meeting, 8 May 2022 at Fellowship Hall,  
Motherôs Day meal) 

 
The Menôs and Womenôs Fellowship came together to 
serve a fabulous Easter meal to the congregation. Easter is 
in remembrance for what Jesus did for us after his death 
on the Cross. The pain and suffering he endured was so 
we would not have to suffer. We need to remember the 
love He had for us and why it is important we need to share 
this with others. At times this may be difficult. But we know 
if He can do it, so can we.  
 
The next meeting for the ñCome as you are Menôs  
Fellowshipò will be held on 8 May, 2022 in Fellowship Hall. 
We will be treating the women to a fantastic meal for Moth-
erôs Day. For all they have done for us, and our children, 
they deserve to be spoiled for this special day. The Menôs 
Fellowship group will prepare, serve, and take care of all 
these awesome women during this special day. 
 
I will generate a spreadsheet to see who will be attending 
and have the men annotate what they will be brining for 
food. If you have any questions pertaining to this event, 
please let me know. 
 
Have a blessed day.  
Ed Stone 
254-317-1148 / chedstone@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
May 1

st
  

Jeff Sorensen 
  

May 4
th
   

Robert Smith 
  

May 5
th
  

Georgia Hart  
 

May 11
th
   

Anita Beatles  
 

May 16
th
 

Nancy Izizarry & Kenzie Sykora  
  

 May 17
th
  

Leila Ballard  
 

May 22
nd
   

Karen Gamble & Candy Kondos  
  

May 23
rd
  

Cel Potter  
 

May 24
th
  

Christine Stone  
 

 May 25
th
  

Steve Wolf, Steve Baldwin,  
Marilyn Creathbaum & Vicky Trace  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fred & Irene Close - May 6

th
  

  
Rev. Chuck & Elaine Carlson - May 17

th 

 

Robert & Candi Smith - May 20
th
  

 
Deb and Sergio Fimbres ï May 24

th
   

 
Bob & Donna Carpenter - May 30

th
  

 
  



 

 

 
 


